
THE NATION PAYS HIGH FOR CARELESSNESS WITH FIRE
Lirst Authentic Survey of Fire Causes Ever
Made Shows Definitely That a Large Part
of the Loss in the United States Is Wholly
Preventable and Most of It Could Be Elim¬
inated by Observing Simple Precautions.
Cost of ihe Ubiquitous Match., Cigarette
and Rubbish Heap.
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that this fa« t ha BOSjsswbjSt
shadowe i's pursly f "tionii« vi

hut it i.- coming tu I" nah/.c'l
these valu«- ai«' of proportion

.i-.i'ivali'r. Rarely, how
rih thi- been illustrât» d BO

«.inVaîiy as in the remar.

tirs on Ameritan ?:..

the Ural time made public ihn
the aduanal bureau of the Na
al Board of Fire I'ndei-wri
Americans have long regarded
as a »piries of necessary evil,
have prided themselves; upon
sessirg the finest fire-hit-hung1 er

ment and the most efli« i»'nt fire
of any country. This national <

placciH'y i.» dispelled with an ah
shock when it is learned that
.spite of our superior fire «1er
ment«, the per capita fire Kiss of
United States is many times as Ii
as that of most foreign count rie

Results of an

Extensive Survey
A natural question immedia

arises as to the rea.-ons for
d'.s«]uietinp fact. The reasons

course, are manifold, but there
been a growing suspicion for y<
on the part of those who have stu«.

the subject that most of the reas

are far from being excuses. E*<
knowledge, however, has been 1;

ing heretofore, and it is because
this lack that the National Bo
of Fire Underwriters, after m

discussion with the National C
ventioii of Insurance Commissi
ers, and the Fire Marshals' A.
ciation of North America, une

took the gigantic work of analyz
nearly all of tho 600.000 or m

fires which annually occur in
United States in order to tabul
and interpret the information
ducible therefrom. This effort 1
rntailed such extraordinary lal
that the figures for 1915 are oi

now available. The following ta

shows the classification by caus

In order to facilitate a study of t

table these causea have been si

divided into those which are <

judged to be Strictly Prevenían
thofe which are Partly Prcventab
fcnd those uhich arc l'i.knowii, b

British may safely hi regarded
largely preventable. Indeed, t

word "Preventable" stands out of

any consideration as being the Hi
and most important lesson that t

figures teach.
STRICTLY PREVENTABLE CAUSE

Amount. Per cei

I'e'i " " chimneys
ar.d Ibbbi .... $9.061.298 or {

I- r« re-
cracker«, etc. 2S0.520 or (

Gas, natural and
937.714 or (

Mot ashes and rea! 632.486 or C

Igrii "¦ I ' hot

440.963 or 0
116 906 «>r C

4.329.596 or 2
716.871 or 0

1.182.059 er 0
If'' ."i and it.«

f 1647.513 or 1
6'9.259 or 0

nr«,

4505.963 or 3

297.011 or 0

BBS /.942.080 or 5

$32.720.239 or 21
PAITI . WE. KM ahí v. t lUStt

«mount. Pavesa
$11.142.559 or 7,

2.1:2.25b or 1
18.683.925 or 12.
6/96.229 or 4.
1,698.125 or J,

i. '27.328 or 2.
>jark- from fire« 4,846,123 or 3

1.857.972 or I,
» : 32.? or 3.

158,149 139 or 37.'
I KNOWN .2.363 293 or 40.,

Gral $153.231.876 or 40.;
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difficult It b proliably nearer

the truth to regard the perrcnta
in Boma mea urc to poo«! co

struction, thorough inspection ai

careful occupancy. In almo.sc eve

stats tin» leas la far too K'eat, at

< ¡ills for dUigsnt measures of pr
tection. 1 he combination of dele
tue chimneys and shingle roofs
one of the most dangerous know
to our civili/.ation.

Next in order of presentation, a

though nearly the least of all in poii
ara fireworks, firecracker

etc. Thia canas is a good examp
"f what can be BCOOrapHahsd throup
j"'P.i!ar education, for it is but ¦ fa
years BÍOCS the Fourth of July
the North ¡tin! ( hi ii-tmas in tl
South were regarded with i'.read t
fire departments. The movement f«
; "Safe and Sane Fourth" has hex:
taken up with zeai by hundreds (

communities, which aro substitute
patriotic exercise« and wholesorr
sports for the indiscriminate uso i

powder, which was formerly deeme
indispensable. Whatever may be tr

hardship to the feelings of Youn
America involved in thi? change,
ir, certainly productive of saving i
life and property, not to speak c

sundry fingers and toes, and a nun

ber of states now show a loss |

small that it is figured at zero 1
counting fire costs. It il interestin
to note that the small State of Ne»
Hampshire tops the list with a lot
of $59,713, or 4.Í» per cent, frot
this cause. The next state in poir
of percentage is Arizona, with onl
.."> per cent, and the other state
range downward. In thirty-one c

the forty-eight states the percent
age does not rise above .1 per cení
This is a remarkable improvemen
over former years, and yet its tota
of $266,620 tire loss for the Unite
States i| still too large by that ex

act figure, since every dollar of i
may be classed as strictly prevent
able.

The Toll
of Gas

Considering ths uniTsrsalitj wit!
which gas la used, the total of $937,
714 is hardly a large one, althougl
the best authorities consider tha
under proper conditions it might a!
be eliminated. The worst offendc
from this cause is West Virginia
with 3 per cent, and Utah, with bu
?10 loss for the entire year, make
the most favorable showing. Mos
of the states show a loss of les«
than 1 per cent, the largest figure-
generally being found where natura

gas is a commodity. There arc:

'ewer upen gas flames to-day thar
was the case in former years, ant

popular education has progresse«
somewhat, hut there is still room for
improvement to the extent of nearly
a million dollars.

First -tarted from hot ashes and
roals are principally due to the cart-

'" the householder. They
are generally the result of putting
hot ashes containing live coals in*"c
ejroodon bárrala or boxes. And even
. So Ithi " tatst show sonie dam¬
age from this bad habit. Wyoming,
with itl percentage loss of 1.!' per
<-'..'. ha the highest percentage
figure, although Minnesota, with
$52,3415, shows the largest amount

pi property consumed. By a Btrangfl
coincidencs, Idaho, adjoining Wyo¬
ming upon th«' north, has the most
favorable record, and ihowi bol .1
per coil of «iamage.

Some Strange
( «rographi« a! \ «tri.itioiis

. From ignition of hot gi*aaa
tar, wax, asphalt, eu., the table
thorns tosasa of ^.o/jr,:,. but Ohio.
with its large oil interests, suffered
nearly one-quarter of thi.s entire
amoui.', 'lu ligure being $101!,£7^,
OT _'.l per cent. It ia another strange

that Oklahoma, with its
.« oil int. '¦ Ifsred to

I of but $884, and i- rat«'d
:' 1,9 fier cent, thil figure being

mail to recognize upon a pcr-
af ons decimal place.

New York's leas of ¡>74,17fl, or .-1

per cent, is chargeable rather to the
population and the exten»

of it' raaaufacturing interoati than
to natural features.

part the state- »bow

little darnag'* from hot or molten
r.eta!, ar¡d a few of them have none

nt all. The total, however, reaches;
tl '. [sable figure of *i 16,966. I of

Ml, Maine bai the large t

f'i'ijre, with $....,080, with M
ttl ar.d Indiana next, each has

I otaething over $19,666 of loss.
U'i'h the «.xceptif.ri of Maine, all of

latea are below " pel tot

! hr Moas Prolifit
~-',uri e of I irev

wvh tna* .pon a aal
Mew Of 'algo prv,por'!':ri5. an«l

I New Vor'., State akaos a«if7ered i lo i

f",w theér n itusa 1 tail
us a Caus of Uaaaut'oltauatad public

carelessne.«.«; par cxccl]cn<'c. a« e

» ne who ha eyi mu

eight of the itates d '«"i- the
tag, all below 1.0 pi r ent

.-i.. be inft*Mrpelated that fdieae
ure are BOtaewbat mi leading;,

Tn.triy «ither instance?

di ubtleai rovered up tinder the h
Unknown Fire eases.

tainly m<? aterer ma;
: heii direcl < an ».. ere Indin
tiuceable t«> matches, and the-e 1
articles oí universal coi /«snience
Uaed by tho averape itizen

great dis regard for th'-ir imrrn
[lowers of dcstructiver.ess.
Of all of the states. Rhode let

with 8.8 per cent, makes the w

Showing, after which come Ma
«husetts, with 5.4 per cent; I Mir
with 1.7 per cent, and New V
with 4.-'' per «ent. Flori«i;t is C

ited with but 0.4 per cent, and
therefore, the be-t apparent reco

The larpe^t riprtne under "0
Fires" is that of Pennsylvania, $1
257, with New York. $95,005, sec«

and Georpia, 168,701, thud. Fi
the standpoint of percentage ?
sissippi, with 1.7 percent, is siipl
rhea»! of several other states, w

Nevada and New Mexico have
tires whatever charped to this cai

The national total il nearly tin

quarters of I million dollar.-.
Open liplits. are directly BBBOCÍB

with carelessness in the home, i

¡yet one state.Vermont.reports
lires from this cause, and in \V
hig the loss was but i?4'.". On
other hand, New York had kmoes
S2.'*0,74_' and Massachu.-ett- of |1|
629. Massachusetts an«! Ohio h¡
the largest pcrccr.tapc, the figure
inp IS per cent in each case.

Dangers That Lurk
in Kerosene
Under the headitic Petroleum a

Its Product.«-, which meat,«, of «our

not only kerosene, bat the ubiquitc
rnd «lanperous gaeolene and otr

lesser product.«, such as lubrican
«Delaware shows the larpest percei
ape of loss, with 4.6 per cent, a

South Dakota, with 2.7 per eei

comes next, although New York h
the largest physical los«, its total 1

'ing 1284,683. (»f all the states Al
bama, with 0.:; [»or cent, ha« :

smallest loss.
The value of "»'lean up" day

the part of the citizens and the pel
o.lieal inspection by uniformed fir
men under the direction of the Chi
of the Fire Department in our mo

propres-ive cities as an aid to ii

prevention may l>e appreciated fro
the fact that total losies of $611
259 are^ittrihutablc to rubbish ai

litter. This gospel would leeni
be most neccs.«ary in the District
Columbia, where the astonishing pe
centage of 10.6 per ex nt i« recordé
as apainst no recorded lire fro
thir. cause in Arizona. Illinois'loss«
Were the largest in property eoi

ramad. being $80,899, after whi«
come Massachusetts, $53,507; On

gon, $51398, and New Yen.. $«14,60!
in the order named. It encoura;

lag to note that only live states «

Cead I/' per cent of tire1- from thi
cause.

The Case Agams;
the Smoker
Most smoker« imoald indignant]

resent the charpe that they arc n«

"good citizens." but the burden o

proof would seem t<> be on them i:
the lifrht of fipures which -how
total th.' loee of I4«505l968l attrib
utable to their caroleaaneai Onl;
<-ne state fails beton 1.0 per een
under this headinp. and that i« Ar
ansas, with 0.7 per cent. On th

other hand, the figure riset to is.<

per cent in Nevada, oi nearly on«

dollar in every five of the stateï te
tal loss. Nevada ha« the small)
population of any American state
and it is a coincidence that the small
est state in point of territory shoul«
be the second in proportion of fin
loss from smokinp, Rhode 'sland'l
figure being 11.0 p» i cera. Idahi
««mes next, with 1<».."> [>er cent, whili
New York, as i- perhaps nataral ii
consiil« ration of its population, ha.-
the laigast loss in dollars. N« 0

York's figure is $«801,682, or one dol
lar in every tv.cnty-ih«. "r its tota
tire I«

l" t i ; i \ be a rarpri t .¦ ome to
find steam and bot water pipes figur«
u i-,. a canee of tires, an«
at.ie men have reaeo egard
them. In New Y«>rk State alone the
year''» loss from this CauSCWai |
005. The pareentagc run from 0 5
I" r cent in the case of New York t»>

0.0 per cent in several of the tab
Of all known tire can-»- that «'m

racing stoves, furnace«, boilers and
pipes ranks fourth, and it in
to the I<a*rges1 of the strictly

preventable causes." Idaho seem.« to
be the worst offender in the matter

of defective heater«, with 16.4 per
cent, a:.«i South Dakota, with UJ
per cant, is sorond. New York apain
takes the lead with total loaaea af
$k«',!«,.i7."i, and Illinois i' b cl»eea Bee*

ond, with $799,6«86. No state eotoox
tiewn to a fractional percentage, ihe
smalleel tigure being thai "r Ala-

t pe« cent.
All OÍ 'he g] « . .!.« in ,e«l |

Preventable gg «¦ tOtttX
m injr due to habite of direcl «are

. the o.«»I of i'i< public
und other.» f«i m lack «>f the pr< linn

inspeetioti which would raves
«the danger pom' Taken in the |g
imtix. they form a st-im us indict«'

'ment of th* <'hara<:tf»ristic natior
beedl
The next nine causee cited in t

table come under the heading
Partly Preventable, the degree
pteventability varying somewh
with local conditions, but appreviab
iarge in all cases

With the tingle exception of "F.

posure," which implies rf multipli
it y of primary causes, electricity
chargeable with greater damaj
than any other cause in the tab
i'nd of this, damage it is umleniab
that a large portion is due to car

I in use or to lack of inspe
tion. It is scarcely thirty yea
since electricity began to tigu
prominently as a fire caii.-e. Wh«
t-'ertric lights first appeared it wi

supposed by underwriters- that th>
would effset :i reduction in the nun

ber o4" fires through their displac
.Tient of the known dangers of g;
rnd kerosene. These optimists, b.ov
ever, were speedily disillusions
since it becanM evident that electri'
ity brought new and subtle dangei
of it.» own. I ires from defect \

inaulation for example often brok
out in places difficult of ace-.».»

and elsewhere. With electrii
ity'i extraordinary usefulnc
Universal distribution and it» n

forma of application it ;

rally has a-».lined first p*B.C as

cause of fire, and this in spite of th
great progress in correcting many o

the earlier defects in switches, wii
ing and apparatus.
Llcctric Irons
a New Peril
No one who recalls the lro«]uoi
.«'re horror can doubt the ncei

for extraordinary «are in handlini
"his dangerous force, and yet an al
most now item that is rapidly grow
Ing formidable bespeaks the greates
arr'i-.-lie. r. This is the epidemic0
Urea from small electric home «le
¦ ¡«sea like BasaOOthing irons and curl
ing irons and th«- want of cxercisint,
the proper care in their use. Under
writers are genuinely alarmed at th«
frequency with which it appears that
-mil irons !ia\e been left in circuit
with the current turned on, and for
gotten by their Basra until they haw
become overheated and have »et fire
t<, their surroundings. This is al-
read] a serious peril to life and prop¬
erty, and on« tl highly inexcusa-

dsr electricity the larg«-»t total
are those of California, which

makes a showing of $1,686.466, or

! 1.2 per cent This, however, is ex¬

ceeded iti percentage by Arizona,
where 36.4 per cent of all fire |,.

I 0 cattl M«, and by Montana, with
figures of 19.2 per cent. Delaware
makes the astonishingly low showing
of l.l per cent, a Rgure that is not
approached by any other state. The
1- of N« w lori. i- $988.418, or 4.7

per cent of the whole.
The « tiawrdinary damage from

' - >-, not

included in these figure-, which are

for the year 1916, but explosions In
some form or o'her are ¡« constan!
menace in every state. New York

bas the largest total with $312,-
871, bul the rjei-cmtageof Nevada, 7.s
per cent highest, With Maine,
642 p«'i' cent, second, and New IfeK
co, 1.7 par cent, third. Georgia, with
0.2 per rent, seems to have been the
safes! in this regard.
Pires from
I .xposure

Exposure fires are dirided into
two -In " (tentai an«! internal.
E expo ire I that of one

building to another; internal ex«
re is due to a fire starting in the

stock or premise« of one tsnanl and
communicating to the premietii of
another tenant in the same building.

¦re assigned to this

¡canse, whether internal or extern;

[These fires, of conree, «hare the d
cree of preventabilityof the primai
cause, and in addition to *hi.« a

larpely affected by such questions i

!":reproof roofing, fireproof constru

tion, water supply, tire departrrrei
efficiency, and various other e!emen
that are strictly within human coi

tro!. The fad that the city of V
enr.a, in Austria, i« said never
have known a fire which .«¡prea«! b
yond the building in whi«-h it oripii
ated is sufficient commentary up<
the subject of preventability in e;

posure tires. There is hardly a sma

town in the United States which ca

match the record of this great city.
N'.-w York State, naturally, has t'r

largest total again $2361,090,
14..'i per cent of the whole. Its pe
».entape i.« exceeded bj South Dakoti
¦_«.«, per cent; New Hampshire, *2.(
and several others, while the bei
ncord il that of Wyoming, »'«.! j*:
cent.

It was formerly -uppose«! tha
more than 60 per cant of all tire
Were Of incendiary origin, and it cat

ii'it be doubted that the percentage
much lartrer than th) figures giva
here, linoe many r the "unknown
causes ar«- «¡«muilo«.. due '.«» crim«
'I he known tot»! »f $6,196,229, how
ever, i- by no mean« negligible, an

The National ÍÎ«-mr«i of Fire l.'nder
writers, in connection with local au

thoritics, is now engaged in organ

izing a great campaign throughou
the United States. This dggpltehl
form of crime not only has been
cause of great property loss, but ha
cost nunrbt-rless lives. The Distrie
of Columbia shows the larpc percent
ape of 17.1 per cent, which is preate:
than that reported in any of th»
states, but California's 12,2 per een

ranks next in proportion, and iti
.!.".» il far the largest total o

I«..««, being nearly ?:<00,U00 prcatei
than the figuro« for New York. Nc
vada reports only 0,«; per cent a«'du»
to this cause, the best showing o

i state.

Lightning Loss
C ,«n Br Prevented
A total of $4^98,125 \00t due tc

üphtr.ing proves that all tires are nol
of human origin, but that, the «legre«;
o/ preventability rangée high ii true
nevcrtheie. s. Comparative statistic«
between rodded and unrodded risks
show that only a trifle over 7 per
cent of this large total damage was

suffered by buildings having lipht-
ttinp roela, It is even more startling
to discover that the «State of Okla¬
homa sustained 81.6 per cent of its
total lire damage from this single
cause, a fact which i.« doubtless ex¬

plained by the frequency with which
'arpe oil to rage tanks are struck by
lightning. Ai against this the states
of Arizona, Nevada, Washington and
the District of Columbia are rated
as (».ii [xr cent, thi'ir losses having
been leil than one-*.wentle'li of 1

per cent.

Sparks from fires are another of
'!;'. large items, with a total of $4,«
«346,128. The leoaon for fireproof

ii-t ruction is too obvions to require
comment. Under this beading the
Worst showing is made by Mississ¬
ippi, 10.7 per cent ; with Arkansas
.'.ft «per cent, lecond; Florida, 8.Ss ['Ci¬
tent, third, an«! Alabama, 8.7 per
cent, fourth. The Southern States
thus appear to have been the lea 1-

ing suffer«" s. In Arizona the per¬
centage falls to .1 per cent, the best

Showing of any state.
The layman mipht hardly expect

to find a total of $1,857,972 attrib¬
uted to iparks from nmchinery, but
this has proveí B lerioui ¡'"in in
some localities, notably in Texas,
»where it caused damage of $262,477,
or I."« per cent. North Dakota, with
.">.! per cent, records an even larger
percentage, although smaller in ac-

Geographical Distribution oí Hire Losses.
i"., rt v f're'.ent.-. Unknown PrOBI

Largi. Pr< .¦!:thI>1 i-

... p. i Pai State PerC,
4?.9 \n an«.61.8 New 62.2
3t»J0Nebraska .57.0\nr,h «arolina.o'.O
SSJOOklah.i .65.7;WyoBiin» .56.9

,.34.1 tiout Da ta .54.2 Mar) land .SoJ
34.0AH || a<.53.2 \'irg'Mii . 54.8
I n fornia .51.5 Florida .51.4
13 2 Hampshire.49.6«trrir.»n.Jo»!323Vermont.46jaAlahama . 48.6
il.Mewa .46.1.South Carolina.48.3

D tt of Columl láiM lippi .44.fi'. nsylvaaia.47.0
'A. . Virginia28.8 V. leonsin .43.4,'..-¦.¦ ,"«.».*.46.5

h Dakota... 2JU Montana.43.0 (I« orgia .*6J
N« n II-,-..'. re 27JI i 12.1 M.45.-1

\' «chu.26.6 M-- .41.6 KuiMits.45.1
26.5 Non Da .4U¡Delawara . J4.5
25.1 .: 11.2 Louiaiaaa .43.0

Minnesota .2aV»v'Ohio <QJ Kentnckj .42.7
24.8 1:;,.-,.40.0 H u lutifton .42.0

\« .tin.242 Mi«¦Iiii.'an .3f.6MUsou.ri.40.4
.21.0 in-trict of ColuBibia.3t.6Tenne8Bee . 40.2

hiaan ...... W.9 .39.0 o Lirado . 39.1
Iir.36J¡Montana .38.6

23.8 Tesas .IM'Minneeota . 38.3
Colorado 23.6'Alabama .38.4 M liasippi .38.1
lllinoi 23.4Se»ada .S7JIllinois .3«.6

fork.21.7Connecticut .37.9 Maim-.I7J
i20.9!Kanss.37.9 Michnr-m .36.5

Wa hinston .20.tColorado .37.4s,-.. ..167
Missouri .20.8\S«slunctnn .37.1«i!no .34.2

¡¡«nu 20.8 Minnesota.36.7i,ndiana ..33.1
Vermont.20.7!(»eor»*ia . 36.6 \ ,-rni.,i .32.7
Oreroi 19 3Krn!urkv ........ 36.4 \Vi«,-o:.«ii .32.4
South «unlit;«... 19.0 l.oiii.iann. 36.2 M.-t- BChUBCttS *a\2

. 1t.71Tennessee 16.9 Rhode land 31.8

16.4JPennsylvania ,... 3&.6!<I«Iki 30.7
17.8 Rhode Island MJiArkansa 30.6

;¦ risyWania . l7APIoiida.34.1 Diatrid sf « elunshia 30.5
.17.3 South Carolina. .32.7 California.29.8

. 17.0!New York.SUConneetieut293
(,,.,.. 16.9 Oregon ... ... llJWesI \ rrii 29-6

r.ka 166 31.6 In«» 23.4
\,i,,, 162 Idaho SU-Oklahoi la 28.2

16.1 Virgin $1.1 S'ebra >ka .'6.4
I,., 16.0 v. ."... 302',..!'h Dakota.25.3

I4.7IN« -v Mexico. 30.2 tah.25.0
i ».23.1 Ne«* Hanirwliire. 22.6

II 1 is lawara 216Arisona 20.4
ílsbarna »3.0 Mnt\ lar.l 20.9 N.-vadn . 18.2

th Carolins 12.8 w."nune 19.1 South l'»'>i"tA I7J

. tuai money loss, while Arkansas
Delaware, Missouri, New Mcxic«

I Utah BW rated at 0.0 nor cent

Spontaneous Combustion
Not a Myth
Sume people have supposed tha'

ip r.taneous combustion is a myth
but there II nothing mythical aboiH

a lire loss of $6,468322 in th Unit«
States in a single year. When it il
estimated that this ligure il 50 peí
cent preventable, it may be assume«:

that such an estimate is very con

servative. The most frequent caus<

of spontaneous combustion is fron
allowing oily rags to be kept ir
wooden boxes or in contact with com

hustible material. Certain kinds ol
oil have a great tendency to produc¬
íame upon. ÜM least opportunity
The public has been warned time-

without number of the danger ol

larebjs.sneii.sjski this matter, but oily
rags are so*oi'ten found in every
honeehoW, factory and business
building that the proportion of can-

less individuals is able to cau«c

severe losses. Massachusetts wouIj
seem to be the state of the must

careless people from this standpoint
lince it suffered nearly one-tifth of
the total American loss, the exact

¡figure being $1,067,224, or 11.3 per
cent. Another New Kngiand state.
Vermont, i« second, with '.'.«» pel
cent, while little Delaware «loes not

report a nnple dollar of damage
from spontaneous combustion.

Fires from
Unknown Causes
The third division is that of "Un¬

known Causes," and, for obvious
reasons, this cannot be subdivided.
Fires so frequently burn up the evi¬
dence of their origin that this divi¬
sion probably can never l'ail to be a

large one, but it would seem that
loose reporting must account for the
fact that »"'_'.-. per cent, or nearly
»two-thirds of the entire tire loss in
New Jersey, has Inen designated as

"Unknown" in origin. In contrast
with this, South Dakota accounts for
the origin of all but 17.2 per cent of
its tires, and the average for the
United States is 40.7 per cent. The
total i.« $<H2,36.'i,2DS. It cannot be
doubted that a substantial propor¬
tion of this huge total might have
been prevented.

After such an analytical study it
is hardly necessary to call atten¬
tion to the vast e«:onomic waste of
fire and the shocking way in which
such figurée discredit our national
housekeeping. With all due allow¬
ance for sub-standard fire depart¬
ment I and water supply systems
here and there, the lesson is con¬

stantly borne in upon us that Amer¬
icans are a nation of careless peo¬
ple who take unnecessary chance»
and «iisregard the simplest precau-
lions. The nresence of one careless
imiividual in a community imperils
hi« careful neighbors, if such there
be. It probably is only by g -n/g>
tematk and patient educational cam¬

paign, extending over .'ears, or gen¬
erations, if need be, that America
can be weaned from this national
failing.

«

EXPORTS FROM AMSTERDAM
TO THE UNITED STATES

totnl value of articles invoice».
n» ths American « onsulate at Amstcr-
«iain for the United States for the year
1014 was $t7,tTgJtO, being larçcrthan
tlii.t of sag previous year. The follow-
Ing table show«, the comparative values
during the last live years, together
with the value; of diamonds and to-
baeco, the chief srtielu exported to
the t'nited State.«

i a- «port! !¦ , ;..

IÜ12. $26.168,048 $10,645.289 $7.887.517
1113.. 27,051,862 11.070,862 8,589,717
UM.. 24.684,322 5.605.378 9.703,679
IT,.. 19.475.916 9,474.416 4,593.383
till 37,070,830 21.144,435 .9,634,974
The total value of diamonds for 111!

is practically th«' sum«- as the com¬

bined value of the «iiainond experts to'

the I nited States from Amsterdam hi.«!
Antwerp before the arar, whrnh has
suppressed the trade at Antwerp. Ho".

are much higher now
than before the arar, this combined
value prcsuuiabi«, represents fewer
diamonds than were formerly MOt from
both Amsterdam ami Antwerp.

Mi«« value of other important exports
to the United States m 191»"> were:

Unies ond skins, 12,017,140, cocoa and
its product«. 11,043,4*44, cinchona bark,
S-:"»j.j'l quinine, If 11,0.1 ....

IK rags v'TT.'t.'U; «pice«,
111; pain:-. |172J2g; rubber,

$i»;i.»"m'. end bulbs, .«i:;i,'.'i«.,. Report
from Consul Prank N't. Mahin.

«-1...

Brazil's Sugar Industry
Exact flgarei ef the output of saga'

in Brasil aiv not available, but the
chief of the burenii of information of
the Brasilien Deportment of Agriealt*
ure ha«, in nn official communication to
the United Slates « «insulate General at
Rio «le Jan« iro. estimated the total an-

uni p rod ne '.««n al MOjOCN ton«, egaive-
lent to ;.,ii(io,iinii bags of tin kilo- IK
pound each, of which !>.*«",000 buffs are

credited to Rio do Janeiro, l.soi'.noo to

Pernamboce, Nijgag to luhia and -.-

J"' 1.00«, haps lo the other states of the
ripuhlnv
The principal region« devoted to

silbar nie Marañoso, Rio Grande de
NortO, I'arah;. ba, IVrnambuco, AlaRÔas,
'".iCipe, Hahis, Rio de Janeiro, M.»,as
lietar«, Sao i'aulo and Santa (Vnarina.

¡ Then sre 7»i larj*e mils in l'ernam
linio, .11 in Rio de Jan« ,io. 2ó in Rahia,
N la Bao Psulo Bad tl m Bergige« la«
imersblc «maller < !abli«hment.s are

«,altered throughout (he republic; In
Peraambace «lour th«r«.' «r«- MI ui
tliste.

OUR ANNUAL BONFIRE!

MEARLY one-quarter of the fire losses in the
United States every year could be prevented

if proper precautions were taken. This percent¬
age would undoubtedly be increased materially
if the causes of all the fires now classified as "un¬
known" were reported. The loss under "partly
preventable" fires is placed at 37.9 per cent.

JAPAN IS EAGER
TO FINANCE CHINA

Baron Shibusawa Says Bankers ol Nippon Welcome

Opportunity to Join Hands with Amer¬
ican Capitalists

1) tOACn KINNOSCKK

BARON SHIBU8AWA, in an in
torview published in the
"llochi" (Tokio), ha« many

pertinent and interesting things tu

-ay on the investment of capital in
China. He is quote«! as follows:
"China is Japan's investment Held

par excellence. At present China is
in desperat«- financial straits. The
peoplf arc hard up and so is the gov¬
ernment. Both her domestic and for¬
eign affairs are in a tangled and al¬
together precarious condition. But
there is no doubt whatever that she
is to be a great world market in the
future; she will be the stage for a

g sal international competition very
soon. This is the opportune moment

for Japan which enjoy- special n-la-
tiona with China and a position of
vantag»' to be Dp and doing. If Japan
viere to lost this "pportunity she
would see a thousand years of regrets
and repentance». China's ills are

many and grievous, but the worst of
her troubles is financial. And our

country should go to her rescue ahead
of all the rest of the world.
"A radical reformation of the finan¬

cial system of China should be the
first on the programme. Her silvei
standard .»hould be changed to the
fold standard. Her central bank
»hould be modelled upon the centra!
bank of Japan; and her monetary
eaten! should be made uniform. All

these reform» call for a great deal of
money. Japan »-hould lead in the
work "f inducing the countries of the
world in supplying China with the
needed fuMsS.
"Now, the United StatSf to-day is

so rich she is troubled in devising
the ways and means of placing her
ever-increasing ¡die funds. To-day
America sincerely desires to ¡nvest
her money in China. I have even

heard that there is a plan afoot of
stationing a number of nv:i to look
into the investment condition.-, in
China for the benefit of the Ameri¬
can financial corporations. The Uni¬
ted States should, therefore, gladly
respond to our solicitations for plac¬
ing her funds in China.
"Our financial leaders should take

the initiative In this matter and per¬
suade China to welcome the Importa
lion of foreign capital. Japan shoulii
adopt the positive policy of leading
the international Investors in China.

"In my judgment, it i» vitaüy im¬
portant that Japan should join the
United States in her investment ac¬

tivity in China- for America has the
-ame desire to enter the Chinese field
a- Japan. We .hould work this prob¬
lem out hand-in-hand with the Amer
¡can capitalists. The friendly co-

operation between the United States
and Japan in China is not only the

. method for Japan and her in-
t« rest, but it is nbo the most helpful
procedure for the economic develop¬
ment of China herself."

AS ONE of the signs of war pros¬
perity in Japan the Sumitomo

family celebrated their profitable
year by distributing live million yen
(about SJ.iiOO.OOO in gold I among it«

employee, at the beginning of this
month. The Sumitomo family is one

of the WBtUthise. families In Osaka.
and i» presided over by Baron Kichi-
Sbh niiin Sumitomo. The family il the
«"A tier of the Sumitomo Hank and

.also aiaajf valuable copper mines.

The prutit in copper has been ho**
in the year just past. Hut tb
amount is small compared to tb
money the shipping companies a*-

coining. At Yokohama the talk h

tía' the Toy»» Kisen steamer« null
$100,000 clear profit every trp froc
Ilongkor.g te San Francisco. Tb
-Nippon Vusen, the lartfej-t stesmib;
company in Japan.or in the Fit
East, f«>r that matter- -carne 1 intb
last half year period at th*> rat« 1
18 per cent :< yaat on it' ptid a

capital.
And it is to these steamship oom

panics that the Japanese governmei'.
is firing the subsidy oif somethinf
like iil.bO0.000 a year. The thingii
ûbsuid. ft is more than absurd U
the people »of Japan. There i- a wi¿'

agitation for putting a comp'.'-te Rtop
to this heartrending :'arr«\ Th«
thirty-eighth session xi the Imperil
Diet, whi'-h convened on the 25th c?
December, 1 r* 1 »->, is expected '.»« tat»
the natter up in it* usual ¦ (eng
r**r«uuter.

rI* Hi: ai had stimulated '.he mit

¦ lag enterprises in Jaaai to»

remarkable degree. Ac«-« ni,:,..* totke
official figures of the Department if

Agt*fcultnra and Com.--.« roe of Jap«-
the act ¡ally pai«i ur> eaj>r.. *»'¦'"

.vent into mining gnterpr - o? or«

type or mother for the perid ol
eleven n.< nths tton Jm larj to tb

v" «vomber, 1916, amounted ''

1,000 ; UM
in the entiie «/ear of 1911 or;

."»,970,000 yen, or about S'J.^j.OW.
ah «I«" oted to the «ame p

In Japan, Too
< oii'ui II. D. Kiijaaeeff, Bj

biauaa, ¡-ports that railwa Mfl
conge-»,«ii ««as far gréa1« "¦

is tl el« -in;* Wim k «>f 1114, 'Mbs»»-.'

on aecou. t of the lac*
cisl and .r.dustr... I I I «*.(
a« .-« sselt of the «rar. "T «»P4*

Chronicle'" sajs it il i» ported .»' 'Ä

MM good.« are now s »

at railwa« siation«.

Arcor«!.ng to mve«t.gatio»
ti««- Railwa** Bureau, the freig«' B«W|
on the tivernment lines, ei ''.

principl« railway ¦ 'O^h.
from J ...

191«, ft
aa of «'.s*0,*rUUI «iH'imp ¦

,,

* Compared wm\w
CO

dhow :«n meres.«"

¦."
.f (¦< ri.'.l ef '¦*'-,'aÄjL(

show an increase of "'TjL
I .. ra-e of ¡nerees« is .r*il

. ¦'
.;, to the end of .s'0Vfr1*j!"r--rf

Bl ¡«bout 13 per cent. t*»«"**'
iber the traf" ! " .'J'V,,L,
m f amounted to :<*o.o<H) M«J

'ron: the 1st to the 6th, «he»'i"*S .*

ñeras i .' 1*1 Ml '¦''

AMERICAN EXPERTS FOR
AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRIE

i'iurc ,. u marked tenders ¦<*.**-,
lacraasiag Australia'.« pr«xi
manufactured foods, especial!*» in '

textile«, ******.,
rubber tires, chemicals end drup^
this ead torty expert glaaew*ae*eaJ
rived Spdnej .« fee » »"* *,i*lrtt
cording to a report from ih<- ,.-lt"¿
Consul General, from the ,

States, t«« t«Ke important t**'"l1|*'T|g
irge »ría«:, factories Is ' .'V^

Melbourne and Adelaide; cp«''<_"*;,,
tine builders Have been .»****»*.. g

ledj any defects that may .**.'..
remen nnv aeiecis innv. «¦'-/ j*-

local man facture«, and «kill" nZ,
lurgists <«m America are Rm *.'^
benefit e their kno**l*'Ji*e .* ¡J pi
lian prod Mr« «.' lead, '..''*'r .j,»

A .«trallan niaiuifsrt''1*',"'.^
.«end.jf* employ*» '««* *h' .-«r

,c familiar *^ hJ^
.tee
are
States I.« Iiecomo familiar tt"n .**&l

_¦ -.4. --J >n nUt*"**
ican si
machin«
resell*.

n »h«>ii met hod« and '<¦ t?u^|#
lachiner«. fur the industries t&«*7


